

THE HIGHGATE AND HAMPSTEAD ANGLING SOCIETY
Honorary President: Bob James 
CONSTITUTION

1. The Society shall be called The Hampstead and Highgate Angling Society (HAHAS)

2. Objects of the Society
a. To preserve and enhance access to angling for all on Hampstead Heath

b. To provide angling facilities for its members, and cultivate the principles of fair angling and sportsmanlike conduct.
c. To protect the environment and fight the menace of pollution at all times and report at once any such instances to the authorities concerned.


3. An Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held to elect the Committee officers:  Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and Society Officers: Membership Secretary, Press Secretary, Fishing Coach. 
4. Management
a. The Committee Officers shall have control of the Society's finances and shall expend or invest the funds of the Society at their discretion for the benefit of the Society.
b. The Committee Officers shall have the power to open and run a bank account for the management of the HAHAS finances (the HAHAS Account)

c. Withdrawals from the HAHAS account can be made upon a joint request by any two Committee Officers and production of their signatures

d. The Committee Officers may co-opt members on to the Committee who shall in the opinion of the Committee have specialist knowledge or qualification that could in any way enhance the welfare of the Society or be conducive to the objectives of the Society. The Committee may appoint sub-Committees from the members of the Society.

e. The Committee Officers may rent, purchase or otherwise acquire fishing rights or property on behalf of the Society. Any real property so rented, purchased or acquired shall be vested in not less than two trustees agreeable to act as such.

5. Membership: The Society shall consist of the following classes of members.

a. Full Members 
b. Honorary Life Members 
c. Junior Members (under 17)

Honorary Life members (HLM) may be elected at the Annual General Meeting in recognition of services rendered to the Society, or for such other reasons as the Committee may recommend. An HLM shall have the full rights as if they were a Full member
A candidate for Junior membership must be aged under 17 years of age on 15th March in the year of application 
6. Membership Fees will be £10 per annum for Full Members, with no charge made for Junior or Honorary Life Members.

7. Cessation of Membership

In the event of any member so conducting himself as, in the opinion of the Committee, to injure the welfare or reputation of the HAHAS or to contravene any of the rules and/or bye laws, the Committee shall have the power to expel, or suspend the offending member for such period as they shall determine appropriate. The Committee shall report the result of such enquiry to the next Ordinary member's meeting. Any member subject to the above shall have the right to appeal.  If a member is expelled, then their fees and subscription monies will not be refunded.
8. Exclusion of Liability

In so far as it is able to exclude or restrict in liability in Law, the Society Officers, Trustees and Members are not liable for any injury, loss or damage of any person (or their belongings) in the exercise of their rights as a member of the Society, this includes Children and Guest of Members (except is so far as any such injury, loss or damage is caused by criminal negligence on the part of the Society Officers, Trustees or its members)

9. Meetings

ORDINARY. The members shall meet at such time and place as the Committee shall determine.

ANNUAL GENERAL. The Annual General Meeting shall be held during the last two weeks in April. Not less than 14 days notice (of the AGM and its agenda) shall be given by the Secretary to all members. Members wishing to raise any items of any other business must do so in writing to the Secretary at least 7 days prior to the AGM
Voting at all meetings shall be by a show of hands.
10. Litter

No member shall leave or ignore litter of any description, members are expected to take all litter away from the waters on leaving, this includes litter which may have been left by someone else. It is the duty of every member to report to a member of the Committee details of any member seen leaving litter. Where calls of nature are necessary this should be carried out in private and no evidence of the act should be visible. A very serious view will be taken of breaches of this rule and anyone found guilty of this offence will be liable to expulsion from the Society without further notice.
11. Fish care

All fish to be returned to the water with as little injury as possible (this includes pike and eels). Any angler found mistreating fish, will be liable to expulsion from the Society without further notice.
Unhooking mats must be used for larger fish, and barbless hooks must be used.

